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SU B JECT:	 N u clear Test Ban Policy 

The Preside n t ha s di r e cted a review of Unite d S tate s p oli c y on nuclear 
t e s ting. The s tudy should tak e into ac count r e cent and p r o s pe ctiv e 
arms control a g r e ements, national n e e d s , new t echnology, and 
poli t ical develop ments. 

In exa m i n i n g and evaluating the various p olicy options, the s tudy 
sh ould bo th rev i ew th e cur re nt Limited Test Ban a n d eval uate fur ther 
p o s sible lim ita t i ons, i n clu d i n g a C ompr eh ensiv e Te st Ban, Thr e shold 
Test Bans a t various y ie l d / magn itude levels , Q uota T e st Ban s, a nd 
m oratoria. F or e a c h of th e p olic y op t ion s , t h e s tu dy s h o u l d at a 
min i mum addr e s s the followi n g: 

- - The broad na ti onal secu r i ty impact ove r time o n: (a) the
 
stra tegi c bal a nc e , as suming v a r i ou s SALT II ou tcomes; (b) U . S.
 
and Soviet nuclea r we a p ons labora torie s; (c ) the U . S. and Soviet
 
lead ov er the PRC in nuclear w eaponr y ; (d ) e fforts t o prev e n t the
 
further pr oliferation of nuclear w eapons; a n d (e) employment options
 
in NA T O - Eur op e a n d ot h e r the aters i n t he ev en t of cons t raints on
 
t a c tical nuclea r we a pon m o de rnizat ion .
 

- - P o s sible n on- pr ohibited wea pon a ctiv iti e s a nd d evelopments 
op e n t o th e U . S. a n d USS R . 
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-- Verification, including developments in seismic and other 
me ans of v e r ific a tion, assessment of the value of unmanned seismic 
obs e r vatories and of on -site inspe ction procedure s , and examination 
of p o ssible means of evasion. 

- - Weapon activities and developments that could occur if 
the S ov i e t s tested clandestinely in various magnitude/yield ranges 
whe r e detection may be uncertain or difficult, and the potential im p a ct 
of such activities and developments on national security. 

-- U. S . a lte r n ati v e s for responding to detected or suspe cted 
vio l a t ions by the Sovi e ts or others. 

-- Imp a c t of U. S. and Soviet peaceful nucle a r exp l o s i on 
programs, analysis of how any adverse impac t might be alleviated, 
fea s i b i l i ty of u s i n g such programs for evasion . and ways of p r eventing 
s u c h us e . 

-- C o n s i d e r a t i o n s of likely negotiability and adherence on 
the p a r t of k e y sta tes, including the USSR. PRC. France, U. K .• Israel 
and Indi a, and im .plic a t i on s for U. S. policy. 

- - Inte rnational political implications. 

This study is to be conducted by an NSC Ad Hoc Group composed of a 
r e p r esentative of each addresse e and of the NSC staff and chaired by 
a rep r esentat ive of the Director. Arms Control and Disarmament 
Age n c y . The s tudy should be submitted by May 1, 1974 . for r e v i e w 
by th e Ve r ifi cation Pane l prior to its consideration by the Presid e nt. 

In v i e w of the sensitive nature of this SUbje c t , access to the memorandum 
and t o the informa tion developed by the study should be st r ictly limi ted 
to those persons n e cessary for the completion of the study. 
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