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S UBJE C T :	 U . S . Strategy fo r Asia 

T h e P r e s i d e n t ha s d i rected that in the a ftermath of th e Vi e tnamese 
c onfli ct, c u r r e nt U. S. strategy f o r As ia should be r e viewed. 

The s t udy should define current U. S. strategy in As i a and changes 
that the U. S. c ould a d op t for the fu t u re . In developin g t h e s e p olicy 
opt i o n s the stu dy s hou l d consider: 

A range of spe cifi c defen se objectives . 

Alt e rnativ e goa l s of U. S. se curity assistan ce pr ogr a ms in ter m s 
of t h e s i z e and typ e of threat alli e d fo rce s could be stru ctur ed to meet. 
Economic and p olitical constraints should be considered. 

- - As s ociat e d U. S. conventional fo r c e requirements a n d the likely 
imp a ct on ove r a ll U. S. force levels. In c on s i d e r i n g t h e impa ct on over all 
for c e levels, the stud y should a s sume no c h a n g e i n U. S. st r ate gy for 
def e n s e of NA T O . 

- - The impa ct of adopting the s e policy op t i on s on r e lation s with our 
A lli e s a nd p ote ntial adversarie s . T h i s w or k should c on s ide.r , among 
oth er things, the politi c a l factors that are likely to influence relations 
betw e e n Asian nations over the corning fi v e years. 

The s t u d y should assess our cur rent nucl e ar doct r ines, forc e s , a nd 
e m p l o ym e n t plannin g in Asia and de v el op a lterna t ive d octrines w hich 
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could be u s e d t o suppo r t o u r fu t u r e p lann i n g . The f o cu s sh ou l d be on 
the u se of n u c l ear w e a p on s in s u p port of conventional fo r c e s (A lli e d 
and U . S . ) . T h e relatio n s h i p betw e e n these a lt e r nativ e doctr ines and 
U . S . nucl e ar delivery systems a nd de ployments s h oul d be c o n s i d e r ed. 

T h e s t ud y should a l s o evaluate a lte r na t i v e U. S . m ilitar y bas i ng 
postures for the Asian m ainland a n d Weste r n Pac ifi c i s l and s fo r the 
F Y74 to FY75 pe riod i n terms o f: 

-- C a p ab iliti e s to suppo r t a lt e r native m ilitar y strateg i es a g a i n s t 
t h e curren t and pro ject e d threat. For e x a m pl e , the capability inhe r e n t 
in va r i o u s d e plo yme nt po s ture s to move the n e c es sary men and mat e r ial 
shou l d b e evaluated . 

-- Alli e d reactions to a lt e r nat i ve b asi ng postu r es inclu d i n g the 
p h a s i n g f r om our c u r r e nt deployment po s tu r e to t h e a lt e r n a t ive con
s i de r e d . Par t i cu la r at t e nti o n should b e given to an evaluation of h ow 
variou s deployment p o s tur e s would impact on Alli ed pe r c eptio n s of 
U . S . cap a bilit y and wil lingne s s to support str ategy o bje cti ve s. 

T h e a n a l ys i s s hou l d b e based up on th e wo r k done p r e viou s l y f o r t he 
N SSM - 69 s tudy and shou l d b e comp leted by M a r c h 30, ~ 9 73 , for 
r e vie w b y the D e f e n s e P r o gram Review Committ ee prior t o i t s 
c o n s ide r ation by the P r e s ident. The study will be p rep a r e d b y a 
c om m itte e c o m p o se d of the repr esentativ es of the addre s s e es and the 
N S C s taff and chai r e d by a rep r esentative of the Department of D e f ens e . 
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