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Na t i onal Secur i t y S tu d y Memorandum 169 

T O :	 The Secreta r y of State 
The Secreta r y of Defense 
The Directo r , Central Intelligence 

SUB J E CT:	 U. S. Nuclear Policy 

The President has directed a review of e xisiting U. S o nuclear poli c y 
in light of the changes in th e strategic situation which has occurred 
sin e t h e guidance was published. 

The r evi e w sho u l d embrace a ll U . S . nuclear f o r c es, including s t rategi c , 
the a t e r , and t a c t i c aL It should evaluate a lte r n a t i v e changes t o c u r r en t 
p olicie s on the b a s i s of: 

-- de s i rab i li t y of the recommended changes as r e l a t e d to 
b as i c nati on a l po lic y ; 

- - the impact on relations w i t h a llies (pa r t i cularl y NATO) and 
p otenti al adv e rsa ries; 

the implications	 of a n y changes fo r S A LT planning; 

the r e lationship	 and effect on U . S . weapons a c q uisition policy; 

the v a lid i ty of the s u p po r t i n g as sump tions; and, 

th e question of declara t ory s t a tem erit s of policy and impl e
menting procedu r es should these changes be a d opted. 

The review shou ld take into account the rna t e r i a l re c ently provid e d to the 
President b y the Secreta r y of Defense as well a s other material th a t is 
r e l eva n t to t he i ssues involved. 
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T h i s re v i e w is to be conducted by a special a d hoc group ch a i r ed by a 
r e p r e s entative of the Departme nt of Defense and compo s e d of on e 
rep r e s ent a tiv e ea ch from the De pa r t m e n t of St a t e , the C e n t r al Inte lligence 
Agen cy and t h e NS C staff. 

This r e v i e w should be completed by A p ril 15 for rev i e w by the D e f e n s e 
Pr o g r a m R evi e w C om m i t t e e p r ior to c ons i d e r a tion by t h e National 
Se cu r i t y Cou n cil. 

I rI j . 
- - - - {... iS Si ~\ 

Henry A. 

TOP SE CR E T /SENSIT IVE


