
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON . D.C. 20506 

T OP SE CR E T July 28, 1972 

Na t ional S e c u r i t y Study Memo r a n d um 15 7 

TO:	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
T h e D i recto r of Central I n t e ll i g e n c e 
T h e D i r e c t o r , Arms Control and Disarmament 

Agency 
The President ' s S c ien c e Advis er 

SUBJE C T :	 Review of Unit e d Sta tes Pos i t i o n o n Chemical 
W e a p o n s Proh ib i t i o ns 

T h e P r e s i den t has d i r e c t e d a prompt review of the United States posit ion 
on n e go tiat ions r ega r ding chemical w e a p o n s at t h e Conference of the 
Committe e on Disarmament at Geneva . T h i s revie w should fo c us on t he 
adva n tage s and disadvantages of the present U . S . position and of possible 
alte rna t i v e s , w i th specific a n a lys is of p roposals a imed at a chieving broad 
i n t erna t i onal restra ints on the produc t i o n and t ransf e r of lethal chemi c a ls 
fo r w e a p o n s pur p os e s. 

I n addit ion t o defining the basic and co llateral p r ov i s i o n s of s uch p r o 
posals , t h e study should specifically assess metho ds of v e r ification, 
r e la t e d pr o c edur e s a nd nece s sary c o n s t r a i n t s in te rms of the i r effec 
tivene s s , the i r a c c eptability to the United States, and their n e g o t i a bili t y . 

T h i s r e vi e w shou ld	 a l so i n clude analysis of r elat ed courses of action , 
suc h a.s calling for a mora t o r ium i n li eu of o r in conjun c ti o n with t r e aty 
nego t i a ti o n s . 

Thi s r evi e w should	 b e c on d u c t e d by an Ad Hoc G r o u p c h a i r e d by a 
r e p r e s entat i v e of the Di recto r of the A r ms Cont r ol and D i s a rma m e n t 
Agen c y a n d comp r i sed of r epr e s enta ti v e s of the a d d r essee s of this 
m emora n d um and t he Joint C h iefs of Staff. T he s tud y sho u l d b e r eady 
for c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Senio r Rev i e w Group b y A ugust 8, 19 7 2. 
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B oth t he fa c t and nature of th is review should be closely h eld, and dis 
tr ib u t i on of th i s rnerno r andurn should be rest r i cted to those p e r s o n s 
e s s e n t ia l to the cornp l e ti on of the study . 

It ~--_ _ 
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Henry A . K i s singer 
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