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National S e curity Study Memorand um. 15 6 

T O :	 The Secretar y o f St at e
 
The S e c r e t a r y o f D efe n se
 
The Director of C e n tral Intelli g enc e
 
The Chairman, Atomic Ener g y C ommission
 
The Dir e ctor, Arm s Cont r ol a nd
 

D isarmam e nt A g e n cy 

S U B JE C T:	 In d i a n Nuclear D e v elopment s 

The P r esident has directed an a n alysis of the implications for U. S. poli c y 
of a n Indian nuclear test and a n e x amina tio n of pos sible positio ns the U . S. 
might ad opt t o w a r d such a developm ent. 

A s backg round , t h e s tudy should c on side r : 

the likely impa cts o f a p o s sible t e s t o n the p olici e s a n d actions o f 
India' s n e i.ghb o r s in South As ia, o f the USSR, o f t h e PRC, a n d o f 
other key states, b oth in reg ard to the i r political- milit ary p olici e s 
and i n regard to t h eir p o sitio n s t oward the Non-Proliferatio n Tr e aty 
and t h e Test Ban A gre e m e nt ; 

the likely political, military , and e c o n om i c implication s f or India's 
othe r policies and programs of a p ossible decision to de ve l op 
n ucle ar weapons and delivery systems; 

an intell ig e n c e estimat e o f t h e lik ely tim e frame o f the se d evelopments . 

Based upon t h is a naly s i s the study s h o u ld examine the implications o f an 
Indian nuclear t e st for U. S. inter e s t s a n d the p olic y o p tio n s op e n t o the 
Unit ed St a t e s i n these circumstanc e s with r e s p ect t o 1 ndia, India' s s ub 
contin e n t n e i g h b or s, and oth er a ffect ed sta te s. 

T he Pr esident has requested that t hi s stud y b e pr epared on a need-to-know 
b a si s by a n Ad H o c Group compri sin g r epre s ent atives of the add r es s e e s a n d 
the N S C Staff under the chairmanship of the Chairman of the NSC In terdepart
ment al G r o up for the Near East and S outh Asia. It should be submitt e d for 
consideratio n by t h e NSC Senior R eview Group by August 18 , 1972. 
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