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SU B J EC T : U . S. P oli c y Concerning the Korean P en i n s u l a 

T he Pr e s i d e n t h a s d i rected a review of our p o l i c i e s toward the Kor e a n 
P e ni n s u l a. The study should identify U. S. interests and objectives 
(both ne a r and long-te r m) t ow a r d the Peninsula, p o t e n t i al i s s u e s i n ou r 
r e l ati on s with South Korea a nd North Korea, and th e options o pen to the 
Un ite d S ta t e s in res pect to those issues over the next th r e e to fi ve years . 

Th e study shou ld exa m.i n e : 

- - The pr e s e n t and p r o spe c t i v e m.i litary, e c o n orrri c , and p o li t ical 
bal a n ce b e tw e e n Nor th Korea and South Korea (taking int o acc o u nt th e 
stu dy co m.p le ted in r espon s e to NSSM 69). 

-- The inte r ests, obj e c t i v e s , and ro les of the P R C, U S SR , a nd 
J apan , a n d those of o ther Asian states such as the RO C , i n r e s p e c t to 
th e Peni n s u l a . 

- - The i rripa c t of im.p roved U. S . - P R C r e lati ons on South Korea and 
N o r th K o r ea, a n d how i m p r ove d U . S. - P R e r e l a ti on s m.ay affect the 
i n t e r e sts a nd rol es of other rnaj o r p ow e r s i n t hei r rela ti ons with South 
K o r e a a nd North Ko r ea . 

- - Th e wa y s and ex t ent to which U. S. - J a p a n r e l a ti on s a re or m.ay 
b e a ffe c t e d by the U . S. p o s t u r e towa rd the P en insula . 

T he s tud y should include cons i d erati on o f th e f oll ow i n g i ss u e s : 

- - K o r ean r e unifi ca t i o n and p o lit i c a l a c c orrirno d a ti o n b etween South 
Ko r e a and N o r th Ko r e a (i n clu di n g consideration o f the gene ral f o r m s that 
r e u nifi c a ti on and p o li ti c a l a c cornrno da t i o n m.igh t take , their effects on 
s ta b i l i t y i n th e P e n i n s u l a , the p os s ible tim.i n g of rriov e s toward reunificati on 
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a n d p oli tical accommodation, and the relations h i p between mov e s toward 
reu n i fi c a ti o n a nd tho s e toward political a c commodation). 

C on t i n u e d U. N. pre s e nce in Korea. 

Ko r e a n partici p ation in th e United Nations . 

U. S. m ili t a r y presence in South Ko r e a (taki n g into account th e 
s tu dy c om p l e t e d in r e s p on s e to N SSM 69). 

- - U . S . a s s i s t a n c e for South Korean forces ( on t i n u a t i on of th e U . S. 
as s i s t a n c e i n the mod e r n i z a tion of R O K forces as a p p roved in NSDM 1 29 
shou l d be assum e d). 

- - Th e natu r e a n d extent of U. S. trade with and econom i c a s si s t a n c e 
to South Ko rea. 

- - Th e n a tu r e a n d ext e n t of any U. S. c o ntacts with North Ko r e a . 

The s tu dy s h ould be p r epa r e d by the NSC Int e r d epartmental Grou p for 
East A s ia and sub mitted n o t late r than May 1 0 , 1972 for c o n si d e r a t i on 
by the Senior R e v i e w Gr ou p . 
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