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Na tiona l S c u r ity Stud y M e m oran d u m 15 2 

T O :	 The S e cr etary of S t ate 
The Se cretary of D e f e ns e 
T he D ir e c tor o f Ce ntra l I n t elli genc e 

SUB JECT:	 Cambodia Asse s s m ent 

The P r e s i d e n t has di r ected the pr e p a r a tio n of an ass e s s m e nt of the 
c u r r ent s i tuatio n i n Cambo dia, pro spe cts for t h e next 1 8 m o n th s , and 
ac tions we mig h t take to advanc e our obj e ctives in C a m b o d i a. 

T h e f i r st pa rt of this s t udy, dealing w ith poli ti c al as p e c t s, should 
co v e r b ut n e e d no t ne c e ssa r ily be co nfine d t o: 

-- T h e pr o s p e c t s fo r po litical stability of c hange and the i mpli c a 
tion s fo r t he mili t a r y s it ua t ion. 

-- A n a s s e ssment of prob l e m s and p r o spects for GKR- G VN re lations 
and ways in which we can contribute to the i r i m p rovement. 

Thi s pa rt of the study s h o uld b e pr e par ed b y an int e r-agenc y Ad H o c Gro u p 
c h a i r e d b y a r e pr e s entativ e o f the S e cr etary o f Sta t e . It s h o u ld b e 
compl eted b y April 22 , 19 72 . 

The s e c o n d pa rt o f	 the study de a ling with mili tary as p e ct s should co v e r : 

- - The m i l i ta ry s i tuation in C a m b o dia, i n cludin g F A NK capability 
to d e a l with a r e a s o n a b l e r a n g e o f enemy threats . 

- - The de t e r min ants of F ANK e ffec tiv e nes s a n d th e acti o n s t h a t 
co u l d b e exp e cted to i m p rove it. This sho uld examine the appr op r iat e 
nes s o f F ANK strate gy , tactics , and l e ad er s h ip as we ll as the lev e l a nd 
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compo s ition of our assistance programs and such issues as imp r oving 
the pe r so n ne l and logistics systems. Development of Cambod ian air 
s up po r t in relation to reductio ns in availab l e U . S . air should be cover e d . 

- - T h e a lte r native approaches to obtaining a mo r e e ff ec tive FA NK . 
Thi s should c o nsid e r actions which could be taken by the G K R a l o n e as 
well as by the U. S. and/or ARVN. 

-- The i m p o r t a n c e in military terms to Vietn amization of various 
C a rrib o d i a cont r ibutions includi ng denial of supply through a C a m b odian 
po r t , a llie d a i r operations aga inst supply routes in Easte r n Carnb o d i a , 
coo p e r a tion with ARV N in c r o s s b o r d e r operations against logistic s a nd 
t r a i n i ng areas, a n d d i v e r s i o n of N V A and VC combat forces away f rom 
V i e t na m , 

T h is p a r t of the study sho u ld be p r e p a r e d by a n inter-a g ency Ad Hoc 
G r o up c h a i r e d by the re p r e sentative of the S ec r e t a r y of D ef ens e . It 

sho uld	 a lso b e compl e t ed by Apr i l 2 2 , 1972. 

T h e s e stud i e s a l s o should take into account e a r li e r studies of the same 
is s u e s and sho u l d take into account alternative future U. S. assistance 
l e v e l s . 

Th e VSS . Wor k i ng G r o u p should provide g e n e r a l direction for both studies 
and inc o r porate t h e t w o studies into a single issue s paper for considera
tion b y the S eni o r R e v i e w G r o u p late in Apr i l. 

T h i s study should also serv e as a major input and basis for the FY 74 
Count r y I r o g r aln m .i n g Mem o r a n d u m on Cambodia required by NSDM H2. 
The d u e d a t e for t be C a rn b o d i a n CPM is po stpo n ed to June 3 O. 
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