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National Security Study MerrlOrandum 146 

T O : The Secretary of State 

SUBJECT: US Policy Toward the GDR 

The P r e s i d e n t has directed that a study be prepared on US interests 
and policies with respe ct to the German Demo cratic Republic. 

This study should examine the relevant issues in the c o n t e x t of: 

(a) Four Power responsibilities for Germany; 

(b ) our position in Berlin; 

( c ) our relations with the Federal Republic of Germany; 

(d) the development of the FRG I S r elationship with the GDR; 

(e) our relations with other East European countries; 

(f) the a t t i tudes of our allies and third countries. 

The s t udy should consider US policy options over the next few years, in
cluding timing of possible US actions. Each option should include a full 
discussion of probable implications for US interests. Attention should 
also be given to the implications of possible GDR p articipation in inter
national organizations and conferen ces su ch as the Conference on Se curity 
and Cooperation in Europe ( CS CE ) . 

The President has directed that the study should be undertaken by th e 

NSC I nt e r d e p a r t m e n t a l Group for Europe and should be completed by 
Mar ch 3 0 , 1 972, for c on s i de rat i o n by the NSC Senior Revie w Group and, 
subsequently, by the NSC. 
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Henry A. Kissinger 

cc: The Secretary of Tr e asury 

The Se cretary of Defens e 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
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