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National Secur i ty Study Memo r a n d u m 144 

TO :	 The S ec r etary of State 
T he Sec r e t a r y of D efen se 
T he Dir e ctor of Centr al Intelligence 

S UB J E C T:	 Sovi et Naval D e ployments to t he C aribb e a n 

The P resid e n t has di r ected that a study b e unde r taken to e valu ate the 
effects on US inter e sts of So v i e t n a v al deploym en t s to Cuba and the 
Ca r ibb ean in the c o nt ext of world-wid e S o v iet naval de plo yme nts. The 
study shou l d consid e r o ption s to adva n ce o r protect US inte r es t s . 

Th e study sho u ld addr ess such s pe c ifi c i s s u e s as: 

t h e f r e q ue n c y and n a ture o f Sovi e t naval deplo y ments to 
Cuba sin c e 1 9 6 9; 

So v i e t politic al a nd	 military o bj ec tiv e s ; 

the effec t s of suc h d e p l o y m ent s on US national sec u rity , 
on US - Soviet rela tio n s, a n d on inte r-Ame r i c an s ec u rity 
a n d US inte r -Americ an policy ; 

cur r en t US s u r v ei llanc e and moni to r i ng pra cti c e s and po s sible 
chang e s t o s uch p ractic e s, includ ing t heir f unding implications; 

o t he r pos sib l e cou r s e s of action a ime d at count erin g , 
r educing o r po ss i b ly eliminatin g futu r e Soviet nava l de pl oy 
ment s t o Cuba and th e Caribb e a n and the i r impli c at i o n s f o r 
US - S o vie t r e lations ; 

the Unit e d K i ng dom ' s r ole i n t h e a rea; 

US base r e q u i re rn ent s in t he ar ea and the e ffe c t s on tho s e 
re q u i r e m e n t s o f a lte r n a tiv e co u r s e s of action cons ide r e d in 
the study. 
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The stu dy shoul d b e pre p a r e d on a priority, n e e d - t o - k n o w ba sis by 
the NS C Polit i c o -Military Inter d epartmental Group. The s tudy should 
b e s u b rrri.tt e d to the As si s tant to the President for Na tio n a l Security 
Affai r s no later t han February 11, 1972, for consideration by the NSC 
Senior R e v i ew G r o up . 
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