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National Security Study Memorandum 135
 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
Administrator, Agency for International 

Development 

SUBJECT: Policy Toward Malta 

The P r esident has directed that a comprehensive review of U. S. 
policy t oward Malta be undertaken. The study should identify 
U. S. interests i n M.alta and consider inter alia the implications of 
the f o llowing fa c t ors and developments for those interests: 

Foreign policy objectives of the Mintoff administration; 

Maltese domestic needs; 

U K - M a lt e s e relationship;
 

Malta's r e l a t i on s with other countries, including G e rmany,
 
Italy, Libya and the USS R - - and the USSR I S intentions
 
toward Malta;
 

the need for NATO presence on Malta, political and military
 
factors to be weighed in removing that presence, and possible
 
political relationships between NATO and Malta;
 

the nature of U. S. strategic interests in Malta; 

present and possible Maltese demands on the U . S. 
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The study shou ld p r esent options for U . S. p olicy and programs to 
adva n c e or p r o t e ct U. S. int e r e s ts in M a lt a . The P r esident has 
d i r e cte d that the s t u d y be unde r taken by an ad h o c group compr ising 
r e p r esen t a t i v e s of the addres sees of this m e m o r a n d u m and r e pre
senta t i v e s of th e Joint Ch i e f s of Staff and the NSC staff, and und e r 
the cha i r m an s h i.p of the re p r e s e nt a t i v e of the Department of State . 
The s t u d y shoul d be forwarded no later than A u gust 2, 1 971, for 
consid e r ation by the Senior Review Group. 
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