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T O :	 Th e S e c retary of St a t e 
The S e cr etary of D e f ens e 
The D i r e c tor of C e n t r al I n t ell i gence 
The D i r e ctor, Arm s Contro l and D i s arm a m e n t Age n c y 

SU B JE CT :	 Rev ie w of N u cle ar T e s t B an Policy 

T h e P r e s id e nt has di rec ted a r e v i ew of Uni ted Stat e s policy with res p e c t 
t o u n d e r g r o u n d n uc lea r t e s t i n g , 

T h i s 1 o v i e w should inc lude s e parate a n a l y s e s in the a reas li s t ed below. 
I n each case an e v a l u a t i o n s h o u l d b e made of comprehensive tes t ban, 
thre shold t e st ban, quota tes t ban and morato rium options . 

1.	 Verification possibilities: taking into accoun t estimated capa
bili ties of present, cu r rently p lanned and possible future seismic 
s y s t e m s ; his t o r y of past s y s t e m pe rfo rma n ce ve rsus e xpec t a 
tions; pr o b a b l e capab i li t i e s of othe r n ational m e a n s a lone and, 
as appr o p r i a t e , the added capabili ties provide d by on -s i te in
spe ction or on - site au t omatic seismic s ta t i ons . 

2 .	 T h e effects on U . S . nuc lear w e a p o n s de velopment: inc luding 
impact on meeting cu r rent and a nticipated w e a p o n s ne eds and 
requi rem ents; impac t on n u c l e a r wea p o n s labo ratories a nd 
po s sible conversion pr o gr a m s ; and savings , i f any , t a ki n g into 
account ve rific a tio n requ ir e m e n t s. 

3 .	 Estim a t e d effects on So vi e t w e a p o n s develo p m e n t: inc l u d i n g 
po tential g a i n s from clandestine testing . 

4 .	 Politica l and other factors: inc luding v a l u e in controlling further 
proliferation of nuclear w e a p o n s , a nd effects on both U. S . - S o vi e t 
relations and U . S . relations w i t h a llied nuc lear po wers . 
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S.	 Imp a ct on U. S . and Sov i et Peaceful Nuclear Expl o s i on prog r am s : 
i n c luding d om e s t i c and international cons e qu en c e s of r est r ictin g 
o r prohibi t ing s u c h e xpl osions; possible ways of a c c ommo d a t ing 
P l owsha r e applic a t i on s ; and the possib i lit i es of u t iliz in g PNE's 
for eva s i on of a t e s t ban. 

T h i s study sho u l d be p r e p a r e d under the dir e ction of the Ve r ifi c ation Pan e l 
w h i ch , f o r t h e p urp o s e o f this study, w i ll include a representa tive of the 
At om i c Ene rgy Commis sion. 

The study shoul d be r e ady f o r conside r ation by the NS C by August 1 5 . 1971. 

In v i ew o f the sens it ivity of t h is memorandum, d i s t r i b u ti on should be 
re s t r icte d to tho s e p e r s on s essentia l to the com p l e tion o f the study. 
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