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T O:	 T h e Se c r e t a r y o f State 
The Secre tary of D e fe n s e 
The C h a i rman , J oint Chi efs of Staff 
T h e Dire c to r , Offic e of Emergenc y P reparedne s s 
The Di re c t o r, Central Inte lligenc e A ge n c y 
T h e Dire c t o r , Office o f M ana gement a n d Budget 
The D i re c t or, Office of Tele communic ation s P olic y 

SU B J E C T :	 Cont inuity of Government 

T h e P r esident h a s di r ected that a study b e undertaken to d e termine the 
app r op r iat e milit a r y command and c ontrol c o n c e p t s , fac ilities and r ela t e d 
p r o c e du r e s to s u p port N ational Comm and Autho r ities over th e n ex t dec ade 
in the eve nt of e i th e r general n u c l e ar war o r crisis c o n d i t ion s whi c h co ul d 
lead to nuc l e ar a t tack on the United States. 

The i n t e n t of this study is to compl ement w ork a l r ead y compl e ted purs u ant 
to NSSM 58 on conti n uity of civ i l g ove r n men t w i t h the objective of combining 
the r e s u lts of both stud i e s into a balanced set of conside r ations and options 
for b oth m i lita r y a n d civil gov e r nm e n t sup port of the P r e s ide n t o r his 
suc c es s o r . This s tud y sho uld be l i m ite d in the following m a nn e r : 

O nl y m i l i tary command and c on t r ol s ystems a n d organi zations in 
di r e ct suppo r t of National C om m a n d Aut h o r i t y in the e v e n t of gene r a l 
n u clea r war s h o u l d be included. 

T h e deta i l s of w ar p lan s will be exclude d . 

T h e focus will be on approp r i ate support from the E xecutive Branch 
to the Pres i d e n t o r his s u c c essor a n d n ot on expl icit acti on s to be t a k en 
b y the C hief E x ecutive. 

T h e stud y shoul d reexamine the desirability of present c on c ept s , facilities 
and re l a t e d procedu r es with pa r tic ular emphasis on fa c i lities in the light 
o f the cha n g e d stra te gi c balance and it s implicati ons, th e p os sib i lity of a n 
NCA ant i ba lli stic mi s s il e site, a n d other relevant wo r k a l r e a d y c om p l eted 
in o t h e r NSSM s . Spe c ifi c a ttent i o n s hou l d be gi v e n to p resent re l o cat i o n 
con cep t s . 
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T h e study s h ou l d be u n d e r t a k e n by an Ad Hoc g r o up chaired b y a 
rep re s e n t a tive of th e Se cretary of Defense and incl ud i ng r e pre s e n t a t i v e s 
of the add res s ee s pl u s the Military Assistant to the President and the 
N S C s t a ff . 

T h e study sho ul d be submi tte d to the Seni or R e v i ew Group by Jun e 1, 
1971. 
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H enry A . Ki s s i nger 

c c : T h e M ilit a r y As s istant t o the P r esident 


