
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
W AS H I NGTON, D .C . 20506

January 15, 1971

National Security Study Memorandum 113

The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Atto rney General
The Di r e cto r of Central In t ellige n c e
The Chai rman of the Atomic Ene rgy Commission

SUBJECT: Procedures for Declassification and Release of
Official Doc um e nt s

The President has directed t hat a review be made of current secu r ity
classification p rocedu res set f orth in Executive O r der 1050 1, as
amended . The study should i nclude an examination of:

present actions being t ak en and procedures being followe d by
the heads of departments and agencies pursuant t o Sec . 7 (b )
of E . O . 10501, as amended;

present implement ation by the various depa r tments and agencies
of Sec . 18 of E . O. 1050 1, a s amended, and of that portion of
Sec . 4 which directs department and agency heads to designate
pe rsons to be responsible f or c o nt i nu i ng review of classified
material fo r the purpose of declassifying it;

whether or n ot the m aterial currently p laced i n Group 1 as
defined in Sec . 4 of E . O . 105 01 , as amended, is being r eviewed
o n a regular basis for declassifi cation; and

existing c r i t e r i a and guidelines fo r release of National Security
Council papers produced both by p revious Administrations and
by the p r e s e nt Administration.

Based upon the foregoing reviews , the study should recommend:

c h a nge s in Sec . 7 (b) of E . O. 105 01 , as amended, t o p rovide
specific c r i t e r i a unde r which the heads of departments and
agencies c a n disseminate classified m.aterial outside the
Exe cutive B ranch;
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measures, if needed, to assu re com plia nce with Se c . 4 a nd
Sec . 18 of E . O . 10501. as amended ;

changes in E .O. 105 0 1, as amended, to p rovide m ore specific
guidelines as t o what material should be placed in Groups Z, 3
and 4, respectively, as defined i n Sec . 4 ;

g u id e line s under which, if possible , material now plac e d i n
Group 1 c ou l d be declassified, w ith particular a ttention to the
que stion of whethe r legi s la tion w oul d be r e q u i r e d if it is d e e m e d
practical t o release any information now classified u nder t h e
Atomic E n e r gy Act;

c r ite r i a for the releas e of National Se c urity C ouncil pape rs from
p revious Administrations . (T h e w i s h e s o f fo rme r Presidents
Truman a nd Johnson regard ing NSC pa per s p roduced during
t h eir Adminis t rations should be asce rtaine d. ) :

guidelines fo r the futu re r ele a s e of NSC papers produced d u r i ng
this a nd futur e A dmini stra tio n s , including a recommendation fo r
o r a gainst t he e stablishment of a pe rmanent NSC review g roup to
de t e r m i n e whether o r not t h e r e lease of any particular NSC
d o c u m e nt w o u l d be injurious to the national secu r ity:

t y pe s of classified i nformation to w hich public a c cess should
be g ranted, c o nd i tion s und e r which, and specifi c g r ou p s to
whom, such a cce ss should b e granted, a nd c r i t e r i a and pro c e
dures fo r g ranting such a ccess ;

spe cific steps which c a n be tak e n , both administrat ive and legal,
i n cases of relea se o r d i s cl o s ure of classified i nfo r m a t i on o r
materia l e xcept in the manner authorized i n E. O . 1050 1, as
ame nded; a nd

changes which ought t o be m a de in tha t E xec u t i v e Order t o
str engthen b oth the c ont rol s ov e r and penalties f o r the release
of classified material exc ept i n the manne r authori zed in
E. O . 105 0 1, as amended .
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This s tudy will be p repa red by an Ad Ho c G roup compnsmg r e pre s e n ta 
tive s of the add ressees and chai red by the r e pre s e n ta t i v e o f The Attorney
Gene r a l. A r e pre s e nta t iv e of the Nationa l Secu rity Council staff will
be included on the group.

1- ;J L---,
Hen ry 1. Ki s s inge r 7'

cc : Chai rman, J o i n t Chiefs o f Staff
Dire c to r, Office of Management and Budge t
Dire ctor, Offi ce of Science and T e chnology
Chai rman. P resident 's F ore i gn Intelligence

Advisory Boa rd


