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National Se c u r i t y Study Memorandum 108 

TO:	 The Secretary of State
 
The Secretary of Defens e
 
The Director of Central Intelligence
 
The Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
 

SUB J E C T:	 Review of U. S. Policy Toward Latin America 

The President has dire cted a review of overall United States policy and 
programs in Latin Americ a. The study should consider and reappraise 
the assumptions, analyses, and e s tim at e s which underlay the stu dy pre
par ed in r e s p o n s e to NSSM 15, the Rockefeller Report, and the Pr e s i d e nt IS 

O c t o b e r 31, 1969, spe ech in light of recent developments in the Western 
Hemisphere. 

The study should include a careful assessment of U. S . interests and ob
j e ctives in t h e r e g i on and relevant factors which might advance or threaten 
those intere st s , Particular attention should be given to the extent to w h i c h 
inte r nal d e v elopments in Latin American countries may affect United States 
interests. 

The study should present an analysis of options for United States policies 
and programs to most effectively advance and protect those int erests. Spe
cifi c c o n s id e r a t i o n should be given inter alia to measures to: 

improve bilateral political relations, particularly with those nations 
w h o s e interests and policies in the region ar e generally consistent 
w ith ours; differential approaches to our relations w i th individual 
countries and subregional areas or groupings should be asses sed; 

give spe cial consideration in our trade and development assistance 
policies to the ir effect on our overall interests and obje c tives in the 
r e g i o n ; 

u t ilize U. S. security assistance programs to s upp c r t our ove rall 
pol iti c a l as w e ll as security objectives in the region; 
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strengt hen t h e O r ganiza tion of Ame r i c an Sta t e s and o t he r instru 
m e n t a liti e s of the Ln t e r-- A rrie r i c a n sys t e m in w ay s whi c h w o uld be 
co ns i ste nt w i t h o u r ove r a ll interests and o b j e ctiv e s ; 

r e l a t e U. S . G o v e r mn e nt inv olv e m e n t in e n c o u r a g i n g a nd p r ote c t 
i ng U. S. p riva t e i n ve s t rrie nt t o U. S . p o l iti c a l and s e c u r i t y i n 
teres t s a s w e ll as to U. S . ec o n o m i c i n t e r es ts in t h e re gion . 

T h e Pr e s i d e n t has d i r e c t e d t h a t the NS C Int e r d e p a r tIn e nt al G r o u p for Int e r 
Am e r i c a n Aff air s c o n duct t h i s study , wit h staff supp o r t a n d spe c i al as s i sta n c e 
t o be d r a w n f r o rn a p p r o p r iate a g e ncie s as r e q u e s t e d by t h e Ch ai r man of the 
Int e rd e p a r t m e nt a l Group . The stu dy sho uld b e s u b m i t t e d to t h e NS C S e n io r 
R e v i e w Gr o u p b y J a n u a r y 20, 1971. 
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c c :	 S e cr e t a r y o f t h e T r eas u r y 
Se c r e t a r y of Commerce 
S e c r e t a r y of A g r i c ultu r e 
Adm i n i s t r a t o r , A g enc y f o r I nt e r n ational D e v e l op m e nt 
Di r e c t o r , O ffice o f M ana geme n t and B u d g e t 
D i r e cto r , Uni t e d St a t e s Info r m a t i o n A g e n cy 
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