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TO : The Secretary of State 
The Se c retary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence Agency 

SUBJECT:	 Soviet and Friendly Naval Involvement in the 
Indian Ocean Area, 1971-1975 

The President has asked for an assessment of possible Soviet 
naval threats to U. S. interests in the Indian Ocean area and 
the development of friendly naval force and basing alternatives 
consistent with varying judgments about possible threats and 
interests over the 1971-1975 period. He has asked that special 
attention be given to possible U.S. cooperation with British and 
other friendly forces in the area. 

The study should: 

- - Specify U. S. interests involved in the Indian Ocean 
area, including political considerations, commercial and trade 
inte r ests, communications and logistics requirements under 
current and pos sible contingency conditions, surveillance needs, 
and st r a t e g i c force issues. 

- - Survey current and projected pos sible Soviet involvement 
in the Indian Ocean area and assess the possible threats to U. S. 
inte r ests. 

- - As ses s the current and pos sible future roles of British, 
Australian, South African and other force s in the Indian Ocean 
area, giving special consideration to possible basing requirements. 
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-- C on side r how the politica l , commercial and other 
int erests of Japan, Australia, India , Indonesia, and other 
count r i es in the area affect the options for Soviet and U. S. 
n a v a l invol vement in the Indian O c e a n area. 

-- D e v el op alternative U. S. force and basin g arran gements 
(s p e cifyin g the c o s t s of e a c h ) c o n s i s t e n t with differing views of 
U . S. interests in the Indian O c e a n ar ea, givin g s p e cial attention 
to t h e as s o c iated roles of B r i t i s h and Australian and other f r iend ly 
nav a l f r c e s and j oint housing arrangements. 

T h i s s tudy should b e car r i e d out b y an Int e r d epartmental Group 
und e r t h e chai r manship of the D ep a r t m e n t of D e f e n s e. It s houl d 
b e c om p l e t e d by Dec ember 1, 197 0, a nd submitted to the Ch a i r 
m a n , NS C Senior Review G r oup . 

L- '-A'/ ~~_ 
Henr~. K i s singer 

cc : Cha i r m a n , Joint Chi e f s of Staff 
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