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N a ti o n a l Se c u r i t y Study Memorandum 96 

TO:	 The Se cretary of State
 
The Secretary of Defense
 
The Director, Central Intelligenc e Agency
 

SUBJE C T :	 U. S. Policy Toward a Peace Initiative in Laos 

The President ha s requested a study on a n urgent basis of the c o u rs es of 
a c tio n o p e n to the U. S. in the event of a peace initiative related to Laos 
which might be p r o pos e d by the Laotian Government, the Pathet L ao, or 
Nor th V i etnam. 

The study should consider likely forms of settlement which such an 
initiative might propo se and their effects on U. S. interests. The study 
also should consid e r the relationship of such proposals to the U. S . 
po sition vis-a- vis C a m b o d ia and South V ietnam. The a n tic i p a t e d r o l es 
of o ther s t a t e s such as the Soviet Union, Communist C h i n a , North 
Vietnam, the U. K . , and the I C C members should be c o ns i d e r e d where 
a p p r o pr i a te . The f u ll range of options open to the U. S. in respect to 
e a c h po ssib l e pea ce propo s al pertaining to L a o s s h o u l d be e xamined 
a n d the pros and cons of each fully d i s c u s s e d . 

The study should be conducted by an a d hoc group c o rrrp r i s i ng representa
tive s of the a d d r es s e e s and the staff of the N a tional S ecurity Counc il, 
a n d chaired by the representative of the Secretary of State. The President 
has asked that thi s study be c o m p l e t e d not later than Augus t 7 , 19 7 0. 
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c c: Cha irm a n , Joint C h i ef s of Staff 
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