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...Na tion a l S ecuri t y Study M emo randUlll 65 

T O:	 Th e Sec r e t ary of D e fen s e 

SUB J E C T :	 R e l atio nsh ips A m o n g Strate gic a n d Theater Forc es 
for N A T O 

A s a r esult	 o f Natio na l S e c uri t y C o u nc i l di s cus s i o n o f t h e 
U. S . strate gi c po s t u re , pr e p a red in r e spons e t o N ational S e c u r i ty 
Study Memorandum s 3 and 24 , the P res i d e n t h a s di r e cted that 
you pr e p a r e a follow -o n study to analy z e the r elationship among 
U . S. strate gic nucle ar, t actical nucl ear a nd c onv ent i o n al p o stur e s 
in d e t e r ring a n d , if ne c e ssary , c opi n g w i th bo t h c o n v entional a n d 
nu clear ag g r e ssion agai n s t NATO. T h e anal y si s should be base d 
o n scen a r i o s fo r b o t h la rge -scal e and limited ag g r essio n , 

It shoul d a d d r e s s t he fo llowi ng q ue s t i ons : 

1. W h at capabi l i ties a re r equir ed if U. S . s t r a tegic for c e s a r e 
t o c o n t r i bu t e t o th e d eterrenc e o f s t rategic , t a ctic al nucle ar a n d 
co n v entional a t t a cks on our Allie s and t o co ping with suc h a t tacks 
if deterrence fa i l s ? 

2 . W h a t capabilities are r e quir ed i f t a ctical nucl ear forc e s a re 
to (a ) contrib u t e t o t h e det e rr ence o f c o nvent io n a l a t tac k s o n Allie s 
a n d o f attac k s involving the u s e of tac t i c a l nuclear weap ons , a n d 
(b) co p e wit h s u c h a t tacks i f dete r rence fa ils ? 

3 . Under what type s o f c i r c um s tan c e s a n d how m i gh t U , S. 
s t rategi c and t he a t er n u clear fo r ces be e m plo y e d i n i mpro vin g war 
o u t c omes? 

4 . Wh at comm and and co n t r o l sy stem s a n d proc edure s a r e 
r e q u i r e d t o giv e the P r e s i dent the force e m p l o yme nt o p t io n s 
d e s c r ibed i n the a nswe r t o q ue stion 3? 

5 . Wh at c h a nges or i m proveme nt s, if a ny , se e m indi c ated for 
o u r pro gra m m e d th e a t er n uc lea r po sture ? 
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60 B a sed on t h e analysi s , what m o di f i c a t i o ns or a d di t i ons , 
if a n y , shou ld b e made to the cri te r i a for strate gi c nuclear 
s uffici e n c y ? 

T h e s t u d y r e p or t should be p r e p a r e d and s u b m.i t t e d to th e 
-- NS C R e view G rou p b y the S ec r e tary of Defense by Octo b er 1, 1969. 

C l o s e liai s o n should be maint a i n e d i n a ll phases of t h e s tudy w ith 
the O ffi c e of th e Assistant to the Pr e sident for Na t ional Secur i ty 
Affa i rs. 

T h e ana lysi s shou l d draw a s much as possib l e on the results 
of th e s t u d y comple t e d under N SSM - 3. 
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