
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
W ASH I N G T O N , D.C. 20506 

-&E GR E T / NOB IS	 A p r il 30 , 19 6 9 

Nation al Securit y S tudy Memo r andum 5 5 

T O :	 The S ec reta r y of State
 
The S ecretary o f D efens e
 
The S ecretary of t he Treasury
 
The Chairman, J o i nt Chiefs of Sta ff
 
The Dir ecto r of C e ntr al Inte llig e n c e
 

S UB J E C T :	 U n ited State s P olic y T ow ard P ost-de Gaulle Franc e 

The President h as di rected that a r eview of op t ions availabl e i n our 
polic y toward Franc e be pr e p ar ed for the c onside r ation of the National 
S ecu rity Cou n c i l , T h is r e v i e w should b e g uid e d by the f oll owin g 
que s t i ons: 

1. What d e velopments m a y take pla c e w i t h regard t o F r ance 
during the nex t t h r e e to four mon t h s which w i ll r equire positive United 
S tates r e a c t ion? In eac h c as e , w hat will b e the a lte r n ati ve cour ses 
o pen t o the Pr eside nt, a n d w hat will b e their c o mpar a t i v e adv a n tag e s 
a n d di s advan t a g es ? 

2. In w hi c h a r e a s , if a ny , ou gh t t h e United State s t o initiate
 
ac t ion in order t o influence the de v elopment of e v ents conc e rning
 
Franc e? Wha t will be the compar ative advanta g es and dis adv antages
 
of t a k ing action o r d oing nothing ? What will b e the range of op t ion s
 
a s t o timing?
 

This revi e w shoul d be ac c ompan ie d b y a n a nalysis c overing the
 
follow i n g points:
 

1. The a n ti c i pa t e d structure of parti es , probable can di d a t e s , 
a nd mos t lik e l y o u tc o me o f t h e fo rthcoming Fr enc h g e n e ral e lect i on ; 

2 . The pos sibility of publi c disorders a n d breakdo wn of
 
civil a d m i n i s t r a t ion on Franc e ;
 

3. The p os sibility of pr e ssure on the Fr ench franc; chances 
for deval ua t ion ; the impact of d e v alu ation on o t her countries a n d the 

int e rnational monetary s yste m; a n d the r ole t o b e played by the United 
State s in thi s pro ce s s ; 
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4. The probable course of developmen t of French NATO 
polic y; 

5. The probable changes, if a n y, in French a tti t u d e t o w a r d 
E u r o p e a n unity a n d Bri t ish entry into the C o m m o n Marke t ; 

6. The impact on our bilateral relat ions w i th Franc e , 
includi n g the areas of mili tary coope rat ion and pos sible sharing of 
nucle ar weapons technology informat ion; 

7. Othe r fa c tors per t inen t t o NSC consideration. 

This study should be performed by the NS C Interdepartmen tal Group 
for E u r o p e . A ddi t ional members from agenc ies and departments not 
nor m ally represented on the NS C IG/EUR may be added for the purpose 
of this stu dy a t the discr e tion of the C h a i r m a n . The comple t e d study 
should be presen ted t o the NS C Review Group no later t h a n Monday, 

May 12 , 1969. 

B c a u s e of the urgency of this study, the comple t ion dat e for the 
requirements out lined in NSSM 47 of Apr i l 21, 1969, is e x t ended to 

Augus t 1, 1969. 

P e n d i n g considerat ion by the Nat ional S e c u r i t y C o u n cil on Uni ted 
S t a t e s poli c y t o w a r d France a t t h e conclusion of this study, the 
Pre s i d e n t has dir e c t ed that no department or agency of the E x e c u t ive 
B ranch shall make any public or p r i v a t e statemen t , or e n ter into any 
commi tme n t , which would have the effe c t of circumscrib ing t h e 
Pr e s i d e n t t s freedom of choice among available policy o p t ions. 

/ - - 7 ,4. L---__ 
Henry .t<. . K i s singer / \ 
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